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Easter VII or Ascension Sunday, 
Mothers’ Day, May 4th, 2008  

YOUTH SUNDAY 
 

Please join us on May 4th in the celebration of the youth of St. 
Teresa’s.  We will celebrate the gifts that our youth bring to our 
church by: 
 

Honoring our graduating High School Seniors: Michelle Mas-
cavage, Max Vasconcelos, Kathryn Lea, Cecilia Williams, 
Brady Fearnow, Jordan Mangum, and Kristale Shellnut and 
honoring our recent College Graduates: Mary Canon Williams 
& Lauren Turley  
 

We will: 
· Hear the thoughts of our older youth as they reflect on The       
Prayer of St Francis 
· Pray under the leadership of our Middle School youth the 
Prayers of the People composed by both our High School and 
Middle School youth 
· Listen to the singing of our Grade school and Middle School 
Choir as they sing the Offertory Anthem 
· See the art work of our Elementary school children decorat-
ing the Altar 
 

May 4th promises to lift up ALL of the gifted youth of our 
church.  Come be part of the celebration! 

The Day of Pentecost, 
May 11th, 2008 

 

   8:30 a.m. - Holy Eucharist & Sermon 
   9:30 a.m. - Sunday School for all ages 
 10:45 a.m. - Baptism, Eucharist & Sermon 

 

Celebration of the Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

     The Rev. Dr. Larry C. Williams 
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TRAINING FOR EUCHARISTIC VISITORS 
 

[Class meets on Sundays in the Rector’s Office from 9:30-10:30 a.m.] 
 
Continuing Sunday, May 4th, the Rector will offer a class for the Training of Eucharistic Visi-
tors at St. Teresa’s.  As far back as a year ago, a number of you expressed interest in being 
trained, and then serving, as ministers who take the Sacrament of the Eucharist to those who 
are either homebound, living in nursing homes, or hospitalized.  Well that time has come, and 
as a part of The GREAT FIFTY DAYS of Easter, we will begin gearing up for this most im-
portant ministry.  The Class will be using the text, A Manual for Eucharistic Ministers, writ-
ten by Beth Wickenberg Ely. 
 

Topics and Reading Assignments are as follows: 
 

May 4th   Chapter 5:   Preparing Yourself to Be a Eucharistic Visitor 
May 11th    Chapter 6:   Visiting Day 
May 18th   Chapter 7:   The Service (followed by A Service of Commissioning in Church) 
 

            Fr. Larry 

 

U-2CHARIST, WEDNESDAY EVENING, MAY 7TH 
Mark Your Calendars Now !!! 

 

Wednesday May 7th, 6:30 p.m. 
 

Back by popular demand, St. Teresa's will celebrate Eucharist with the music of U2, the poet-
band of rock n roll.  A U2 Eucharist blends our Episcopal Eucharist with the music of the rock 
band U2, named one of the top three rock bands of all time. 
 

U2's music appeals far and wide, perhaps surprising for songs that describe a vibrant, hungry 
(and perhaps more subtle, Christian) faith.  Grace, love, sacrifice, hope, suffering, the poor, 
and more: the music weaves the spirituality of the seeker generation in intricate lyrics that 
echo on, long after the guitars fade out. 
 

Bono, the band’s leader, has joined thousands across the world in supporting the UN's Millen-
nium Development Goals (MDGs), a set of clear objectives for eradicating poverty by 2025.  
U-2charists were first designed to catalyze Christians everywhere to join in support of the 
MDGs through the ONE Campaign. 
 

Tell your friends and your neighbors. Bring your dancing shoes and come join a whole new 
way "to give our thanks and praise." 
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THE ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 
 

The Adult Sunday School is on another adventure. We are currently using a variety of sources 
to reconnect and discover what the four Gospels have to say about Jesus' ministry, where they 
are the same and where they differ.  St. Teresa's Sunday School is more than a typical bible-
study where you learn the surface story. We seek a deeper understanding using the most re-
cent translations of ancient scripture and open-discussion ... just like in seminary (but with-
out assignments, homework or grades). 
 

For example, many scholars think one reason why we have no early records of Jesus' life 
(prior to his baptism by John) is that he was an ordinary day-laborer working on one of King 
Herod's building projects. How's that for a starter? Jesus could have had a normal life just like 
you and me!  But wait!  There's more! 
 

The Mark writers portray Jesus as a very special man, anointed by God at his baptism by John, 
the son of God (not God, the Son). Matthew and Luke writers freely drew from the Mark writ-
ers, but they see Jesus as God-like. The John writers argued that Jesus was God. Theologians 
have argued this point for over two millennia.  Who is right?  Who is wrong?  Regardless of 
your belief, wouldn't you like to know more?  Did you notice that I said "writers"?  Bring your 
brain and an eagerness to learn every Sunday.  We are in the 1st trailer to the right.  
         Wendell Williams, Facilitator 

ASSISTANT RECTOR’S CLASS 
Continuing Sunday, May 4th !!! 

The Lectionary and Your Life  
9:30 to 10:30 a.m./meets in Fr. Buff’s Office (E-4) 

 

For a long time, no matter how your life has transitioned, you keep coming around to some of 
the same obstacles, fears, joys and dreams.  For a long time, perhaps centuries, the church has 
been reading through the same cycle of scriptures for its many answers.  Come talk about life, 
work, love, kids, and more, and think with others about what the lectionary readings of each 
Sunday have to say to us.      Fr. Buff 

SHARE House Volunteers 
 

Many thanks to Bob Meredith, Trudy Cline, and Nancy Hall for providing the  SHARE House 
meal in April.  Thank you, Gail Brancheau, for the blankets with matching toys you made for 
the children.  Check your linen closet for any towels or washcloths you don't need. That is 
what SHARE House needs now, and we will take any donations down to Douglasville with the 
next meal.        Nancy Hall 
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Sojourners, May 2008 Christianity for the Rest of Us 
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For decades the accepted wisdom has been that America's mainline Protestant 
churches are in decline, eclipsed by evangelical mega-churches. Church and relig-
ion expert Diana Butler Bass wondered if this was true, and this book is the result 
of her extensive, three-year study of centrist and progressive churches across the 
country. Her surprising findings reveal just the opposite—that many of the 
churches are flourishing, and they are doing so without resorting to mimicking the 
mega-church, evangelical style. 

Christianity for the Rest of Us describes this phenomenon and offers a how-to approach for Protestants eager 
to remain faithful to their tradition while becoming a vital spiritual community. As Butler Bass delved into the 
rich spiritual life of various Episcopal, United Methodist, Disciples of Christ, Presbyterian, United Church of 
Christ, and Lutheran churches, certain consistent practices—such as hospitality, contemplation, diversity, jus-
tice, discernment, and worship—emerged as core expressions of congregations seeking to rediscover authentic 
Christian faith and witness today.  Her provocative conclusions include the observation that today's mainliners 
have redefined politics by favoring bottom-up acts of service over structural change. And, she says, the thriv-
ing congregations are neither red nor blue, but purple—a mix of Democrats and Republicans. This hopeful 
book reveals the practical steps that leaders and laypeople alike are taking to proclaim an alternative message 
about an emerging Christianity that strives for spiritual depth and proactively engages the needs of the world. 

 May 4, 2008  Chapters Nine and Ten    129-156 
 May 11, 2008  Chapters Eleven and Twelve   157-184 
 May 18, 2008  Chapters Thirteen and Fourteen   185-214 
 May 25, 2008  Part III and Chapters Fifteen and Sixteen  215-254 
 June 1, 2008  Chapter Seventeen and Epilog   255-284 
 June 8, 2008  Summer Reading Begins 

We are an informal sub-group of communicants at St. Teresa’s.  We come together during the Sunday 
School hour to read, pray, and discuss current issues.  Each Sunday we look for ideas that will help us 
live our lives in Christ a little bit better come Monday mornings. We adhere to the historical Anglican 

and Episcopal standard of reliance upon: 
1. Holy Scripture.  2. Our God given reason.  3. Our church traditions. 

The gospel can be summarized in two statements: “People fail, and God loves us anyway.” 
The goal of our class is to be non-judgmental, open, and inclusive.  All are welcome! 

A FOLLOW -UP TO OUR RECENT MINISTRY FAIR 
 

Hopefully, everyone was able to learn more about all the ministries taking place at St. 
Teresa’s.  The scavenger hunt was a fun way to gather information of the many opportunities 
to serve.  Remember…if interested in being a part of a particular ministry (or ministries), 
please call or E-mail the contact name on the information sheet.  Thanks to those who have al-
ready responded. 
          Susan Elsinger 
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JR. EYC … 
MAY EVENTS: 
 

I would like to sing the praises of the Juniors that were involved with the musical production 
Honk!  You were fabulous, and I am very honored to be part of your group.  I am in awe of 
each of you.  That took chutzpah! 
 

May 16th - The Jr. EYC will serve at the Extension, meeting there at 6:15 p.m.  If you need a 
ride let me know.  I will E-mail you with the menu. 
 

The Jr. EYC will be competing against the Sr. EYC in May.  More information will follow.  If 
you have any questions call/E-mail Katie Dunlap, 770/422-5477 or ckdunlap@bellsouth.net. 
 

          Katie Dunlap 

SR. EYC … 
 

End of the year party……Thursday May 8th at the Jones’s.  Come around 6:00 p.m. for 
dinner and hanging out to wrap up the year. 
 

Congratulations to the Seniors of the youth at St Teresa’s.  We wish you all the best as you be-
gin your next adventure.  Remember, we you are always welcome to come back to your 
church home.  We are here for you! 
 

· Michelle Mascavage who is currently deciding which school to attend 
· Max Vasconcelos planning to attend Georgia Highlands 
· Kathryn Lea planning to attend Georgia College and State University 
· Cecilia Williams planning to attend Georgia Southern 
· Brady Fearnow planning to attend Southern Polytechnic College 
· Jordan Mangum planning to attend the University of Georgia 
· Kristale Shellnut planning to attend Georgia Highlands 
          Gale Jones 

UTO May 
 

The United Thank Offering (UTO) is a program of The Episcopal Church for the mission of 
the whole Church, founded by and administered by women since 1889.  The United Thank Of-
fering Committee is a spiritual and financial partner in the mission work of The Church, 
through every person in every pew.  UTO is entrusted to promote thank offerings, to receive 
the offerings and to distribute the UTO monies through grants.  The Committee awards and 
administers these grants within the framework of the policies and procedures of the Domestic 
and Foreign Missionary Society (DFMS) of The Episcopal Church. 
          Bonnie Brown, UTO Chair 
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St. Teresa’s 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

[June 2-6, 2008] 
  
Save the date!!  June 2-6 will be St. Teresa’s Cosmic City VBS!!  Join us as we explore the 
awesome wonder of God in a fantastic cosmic theme.  VBS Sunday will be June 8th.   
  
Cosmic City VBS Team Meeting, Tuesday, April 29th, at 6:30 p.m.  If you are volunteering 
for VBS this year, whether it’s as a teacher, guide, music, snack, or you don’t know yet, come 
for a promised BRIEF meeting of the minds.  During this meeting you will get an assignment, 
a partner, a little training, and materials that you will need to make this VBS a cosmic hit!  If 
you are thinking about volunteering and need some help making the decision, come on and 
catch a glimpse of how we pull it off. (Believe it or not, it’s not rocket science!)  Please RSVP 
to Laura Sinyard at ltksinyard@mindspring.com so that there are enough door prizes for eve-
ryone. You will be home by 7:45-ish.  See you then! 
     Laura Sinyard, V.B.S. Coordinator 

 

Thank You! Thank You! 
 

HONK! was a fantastic success.  Everyone who saw it was captivated by the talent of the 
cast.  The faces of the cast showed their own enjoyment of what they were doing.  It will be a 
memory that each cast member will take with them for a lifetime.  The choreographer com-
mented that it was the best group of young people that she had worked with.  I second that 
opinion.  Ask any cast member what they "learned" from being in HONK! and they  probably 
cannot tell you.  What I saw were people of various ages having real conversations, helping 
one another, and caring for a common goal.  Portraying another character gives insight into 
one's own character and provides a freedom to express an aspect of one's own personality that 
would never be seen in real life. 
 

Thanks to all the parents who faithfully got their young people to rehearsals.  Thanks to all the 
adults who rearranged work schedules and personal schedules to be at rehearsals.  Thanks to 
all the many hours of memorizing it took on everyone's part to get the show done.  Thanks to 
all the "backstage" hours of sewing, prop-building, ironing ... you get the idea.  Mostly, thanks 
to the dedication of the cast who gave an audience three wonderful performances of pure en-
joyment. 
 

Your loving and grateful director, 
 

Miss Carole 
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Stewardship: The Breakfast of Champions 
 

I used to think of stewardship as something that happened each fall. The pledge card arrived in 
the mail and I filled-in an amount that “felt” right. I had no idea that Stewardship was much 
bigger. Stewardship was my personal responsibility to take care of the property God entrusted 
to me … all of it!  Children teach us a lot. Kids feel free to help themselves to the family re-
frigerator, borrow the family car, and frequently (very frequently) expect an allowance. They 
act as though everything in the household belongs to them. We tend to treat God the same 
way: everything in God’s household is ours for the taking.  Even though we proclaim, “From 
You all things come,” how many of us really understand the depth of that statement? Do we 
really comprehend God is everything: the air we breathe, the food we eat, the land we inhabit, 
our new HDTV, our income, the people we associate with? It’s a mind-blowing concept … but 
it’s true. Early people divided their thinking between a God who lived within the geographic 
borders of their land and a God who lived somewhere above the clouds. That’s understand-
able. Humans tend to think “my God” is better than “your god” and “up” is better than 
“down”…But, that kind of self-centered thinking is just as wrong-headed as a sailor who 
thinks the ocean ends over the horizon.  God is not an intangible thing. In fact, God is so tangi-
ble we miss it. As one sage commented, “I’m not sure who first discovered water, but I’m cer-
tain it wasn’t a fish.” For humans, likewise, it is easier to think as God-apart than God-a-part.  
I encourage everyone to remember God was here before we arrived and will be here long after 
we leave. So practice stewardship today in everything do you … with parents, kids, finances, 
stuff, the environment, and the world.  Literally, everything we have is on loan from God.  So, 
while we are here, let’s take care of God’s stuff, share it, clean it up, polish it and leave it bet-
ter than when we arrived.  Share. Take Care. May everyone become a Stewardship champion! 
 

        Wendell Williams, Stewardship Chair 
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In May, Saint Teresa's will begin using a new waste removal service. This service also in-
cludes the recycling of much more than St. Teresa's previous service offered, including alumi-
num cans, white paper, newspapers, cardboard boxes and magazines generated at the Church. 
The good news is that not only will recycling be included in the new service, the total cost will 
be considerably less than the previous company which St. Teresa was using. The new com-
pany is Liberty Disposal, Inc. They have taken steps to improve air quality and energy conser-
vation. They use only clean burning Bio-fuel, only the lowest-emission turbo engines, and also 
have custom garbage trucks which have been constructed using lightweight steel.  If you 
would like to begin using Liberty Disposal for your waste removal service, please mention 
that St. Teresa's referred you and our church will receive a $10 donation.  The Green Ministry 
continues to research new ways to help the church be better stewards of God's gifts. 
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ST. TERESA’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

5725 Fords Road 
Acworth, GA 30101 
Return Service Requested 
 
Phone: 770-590-9040 
Fax: 770-590-9794 

 

Send all Newsletter Articles to Parish Office 
Next Deadline is:  June 15, 2008 
Email:  parishoffice@stteresasacworth.org 

Website: www.saintteresa.org 

St. Teresa’s Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Larry C. Williams - Rector 
The Rev. Buff Grace - Assistant Rector 
Becky Adams - Parish Administrator 

Carole Roach - Director of Music 
Kathie Mayo - Organist 

Janie Watson - Sunday School Co-Director 
Laura Sinyard, V.B.S. Director 

If your name is not on the Birthday List, please call the Office so that we can list it next time. 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
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